
September 8, 2026 
Editorial Page Editor 
Chicago Sun-Times 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
We are Americans, and we vote! Lest you think your vote doesn’t matter, here are four 
reasons why it does. 
 

• It allows you to express your opinions and values, and choose elected leaders who 
will make decisions on your behalf and whom you can hold accountable. 

• It supports strong schools. Voting helps choose leaders who decide school funding, 
classroom resources, after-school programs and the quality of education students 
receive. 

• It improves neighborhoods. Your vote shapes local housing, public transit, 
healthcare and community safety. 

• It lets you choose the judges who make decisions that can protect your rights, affect 
your families, and shape whether systems make people’s lives better or worse.  

 
So, make a plan to vote, either by mail, at an early-voting site, or in person on Election 
Day.  Get the necessary information from your election authority:  Chicago voters from the 
Chicago Board of Elections and Suburban Cook and other area voters from your County 
Clerk.  Or check out the League of Women Voters' online election guide 
at www.VOTE411.org. 
 
Voting is the foundation on which our very Democracy was built. To vote is a privilege and a 
right. Do not squander it! 
 
Diane Edmundson 
President 
League of Women Voters of Cook County 
Chicago 
 
Contact info: 
info@lwvcookcounty.org  
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