L LEAGUE oF WOMEN VOTERS'

332 S. Michigan Avenue, Suite 634
Chicago, IL 60604
info@lwvcookcounty.org
www.lwvcookcounty.org

September 17, 2026

To: HHS Chair, Bill Lowery
Cook County Commissioners

RE: Support for the Resolution calling for Independent at the CC Jail
Dear Commissioners,

The League of Women Voters of Cook County is encouraging you to vote “YES” on the
resolution put forth by Comm. Stamps that calls for independent oversight at Cook County Jail.
Oversight is not new to this facility. From the 1980’s until 2009 the John Howard Association
performed this task. Then from 2010 to 2017, the federal government issued a consent decree
for the administration of the jail. The consent decree was lifted after all the reforms were
generally met.

According to articles from Injustice Watch, there were 61 deaths in the jail from 2020 to 2025.
Reports on the circumstances surrounding these deaths have been limited and delayed. Some
were due to natural causes or overdoses, but suicide, homicide, and accidents, were also
documented.

The same article listed many problems at the jail. It identified a practice called “cross watching”
in which a corrections officer watches 2 tiers, instead of their usual one tier. Officers are to
perform 30-minute checks, however, that was not happening. Sheriff Dart has been public about
staffing shortages, but the Sheriff has also stated during a recent budget hearing that he did not
attempt to fill all the positions due to the budget. Therefore, corrections officers work short
staffed and have to stay past their shift time to fill non-staffed positions. This practice then
generates overtime pay.

Cook County Jail is the largest jail in the nation. Los Angeles and New York City may have
higher populations than Chicago, but they have multiple sites for their detainees. These cities do
have independent oversight agencies.

The LWVCC has had a history of advocating for fair treatment of detainees at the jail where the
majority are pretrial. The county league has made visits to the jail, Cermak Hospital, and to the
pretrial reporting rooms inside the jail where detainees are questioned by a pretrial worker in
order to ascertain flight risk and danger to the public. We have tried to understand the workings
and challenges within the jail system.

Assigning an independent oversight agency to review conditions at Cook County Jail makes
good sense. The League supports a reputable and independent agency reviewing jail


http://www.lwvcookcounty.org/

processes and procedures. We all support actions that will ensure no more preventable deaths
take place in the future.

We are asking you to approve this action.

Sincerely,

Diane Edmundson, President
League of Women Voters of Cook County

Cc: Jan Goldberg, LWVCC Director



